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Boris Johnson urged to slash 
minimum pension age to 61 by 
former Tory minister 
MINIMUM pension age should be slashed to 61, an ex-Tory minister has said in a message 

to Boris Johnson. 
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Prince Harry and Meghan: Brits split in their opinions of royals 
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More info 

Baroness Ros Altmann has set a plan for any Briton with 45 years of national insurance 

contributions who is unable to work through ill health to be able to retire five years early on a 

reduced state pension. Those who cannot continue working would qualify for a pension of 

around £84 a week rather than having to claim benefits. 
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Related articles 

State pension income tax shock – triple State pension to hit £10,000 but half a 
lock hike tax trap million people will miss out 

Meanwhile, those who could demonstrate that they have a shortened life expectancy could 

claim the full amount from the age of 61. 

Figures show that healthy lifespans are as low as 52 for people in living in deprived areas 

while people in wealthier areas live for more than 70 years. 

Baroness Altman was appointed pensions minister by David Cameron in 2015. 

She said: “This is about social justice as well as social support. 
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READ MORE: Retirement and me: Mum torn between 'selling house or withdrawing 

pension early' to get by 

Boris Johnson has been urged to slash the minimum pension age (Image: GETTY) 

“Forcing everyone to wait longer because average life expectancy has risen ignores this 

near 20-year differential. 

“Many have had hard manual working lives which took a toll on their health so flexibility in 

state pension starting age is required.” 

Statistics show that one in seven 65-year-olds have been pushed into poverty because the 

pension age is now 66 for both men and women. 

That is expected to go up to 67 in 2026. 
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Nationwide raises State pension age 'I can do it on my lunch 
interest rate on account change sees Britons lose break!' Dad shares 'easy' 
to 5% - full list of new £142 per week - ‘financial way he makes an extra 
savings rates turmoil!’ £350 each month 

Research from the Institute for Fiscal Studies (IFS) showed READ MORE 
that 100,000 older people fell below the poverty line in 2020, 

as 700,000 65-year-olds had to wait the extra year before 

getting pension payments worth £142 per week. 

Caroline Abrahams, from Age UK, said: “We are deeply 

concerned about those who have to give up work due to poor 
Best places to retire in 

health or caring responsibilities before reaching state the UK ranked - full list 

of top places pension age. 

“Life for them is grim and it is only fair they are granted early access to their state pension if 

they have no realistic prospect of working again.” 

A Government spokesman said: “For those who can’t work, we provide a strong welfare 

safety net, which includes universal credit.” 
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READ MORE: Struggling with debts? Expert explains how to manage debt as interest 

rates rise 

Pension Credit explained (Image: EXPRESS) 
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Baroness Altmann said: “It is draconian that those with 45 READ MORE 
years on their pension record cannot get a penny early. 

“This would create a sliding scale of payments based on 

health, age and NI contributions. “Putting older people on 

unemployment benefits when they can’t work is heartless.” 

Elderly carer, 87, loses 
Baroness Altmann said her scheme could be modelled so £5,000 to fraudsters 
those who took reduced pensions early could still get the full 

amount on turning 66. 

This would be funded from the £4.9 billion boost to public finances, from increasing the 

pension age from 65 to 66. 

Related articles 

Smart meters: What to do if you find Find out if you are eligible for £326 
smart meter is not working payment next month 

The IFS figures showed that some 600,000 people aged 65 have decided to stay in work 

and retire later. 
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State pensioners to see payments 

rise by £18.50 per week next year 
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Tom Selby, head of retirement policy at AJ Bell, added: "For those on very low incomes, 

increasing the state pension age by just a year can be enough to push people serious 

financial turmoil. 

“And while there are ways to replace at least part of this lost income – either via in-work 

benefits, from your private pension pot or by working longer – the evidence suggests lots of 

people are either unable or unwilling to go down this road. 

“For anyone already struggling to make ends meet, missing out on thousands of pounds in 

pension income will inevitably force them into making painful budgeting choices in order to 

survive.” 
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